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We had our Reunion in Baltimore, Maryland, this year hosted by Jackie Vaughan. She did an
absolutely awesome job. Hats off to you Jackie. Thank you for a wonderful Reunion.
We are looking forward to next year. Frank Cardoza has volunteered to host the 2018 Reunion
in Las Vegas. The dates will be September 19th through September 23rd, 2018. More
information will be forthcoming as I receive it.
I would like to give you a bit of information about Maryland. Maryland is a Mid-Atlantic state
that’s defined by its abundant waterways and coastlines on the Chesapeake Bay and Atlantic
Ocean. It’s largest city, Baltimore, has a long history as a major seaport, its capital is Annapolis.
Nicknamed the Old Line State, 12,407 square miles, 101 miles wide and 249 miles long.
State Bird – Baltimore Oriole

State Butterfly – Baltimore Checkerspot

State Crustacean – Blue Crab

State Fish – Rockfish

State Flower – Black-Eyed Susan

State Sport – Jousting

State Song – Maryland, My Maryland

State Cake – Smith Island Cake

Reunion Attendees:
Adolph Channel
Barbara Channel
Art Holstein
Duane Duhigg
Judy Duhigg
Frank Cardoza
Sally Cardoza
Asa Myers
Joan Myers
Gary Ferber
Nancy Ferber
Connie Kanes-Cosler
Richard Beaver
Marilyn Beaver
Darrel Plank
Joe Colombara

Tom Colombara
Harvey Dooge
Jean Dooge
Mary Gonzalez
Stephen Gonzalez
Lorri Pilgrim
Judy Hinrichs
Ceci Kingsley
Ed Richardson
Gretchen Harrington
Sarah Harrington
Jackie Vaughan
Sarah Vaughan
Bob Finn (VA Representative)
Hal Vaughan
Russell Channel

On Thursday we started our day at 0845, when we left the Hotel for the Washington Navy Yard. The
Washington Navy Yard is the U.S. Navy’s oldest shore establishment, in operation since the 19th century.
It evolved from a shipbuilding center to an artillery plant and then to the ceremonial and administrative
center for the Navy. The first years saw the Washington Navy Yard became the Navy’s largest
shipbuilding and ship fitting facility, with twenty-two vessels constructed there, ranging from small 70
foot gunboats to the 246-foot steam frigate Minnesota. USS Constitution came to the yard in 1812 to
refit and prepare for combat action. During the War of 1812, the Yard was important as a vital strategic
link in the defense of the capital city. Following the War of 1812, the Yard never regained its
prominence as a shipbuilding activity. The civil was again saw the Yard become an integral part of the
defense of Washington. The famous Monitor was repaired at the yard after her historic battle with the
CSS Virginia. By Word War II, the yard was the largest naval ordnance plant in the World. The weapons
yard consisted of 188 buildings on 26 acres of land and employed nearly 25,000 people. Today the Navy
Yard serves as headquarters, Naval District Washington, and houses numerous support activities for the
Fleet and aviation communities.
From the Yard we went to the Korean War Memorial, Vietnam War Memorial and the Women’s Military
Memorial. I could say a lot about these but I think everyone had their own private thoughts and
reflections on these awesome tributes. If you have never been to see them, they are well worth the
trip.
Friday was a visit to Fort McHenry and the Baltimore Basilica. During the War of 1812, the British knew
that Fort McHenry must be captured or destroyed if the British campaign was to succeed. They attacked
the Fort, the bombardment lasted for some 25 hours, with the estimation that from 1,500 to 1,800
shells were fired at the fort, but she never fell. Fort McHenry never again came under enemy fire,
although it continued as an active Military Post for the next 100 years. During the Civil War, it was used
as a prison for Confederate Soldiers and Southern sympathizers, and political prisoners.
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Here are some pictures from the Reunion:

Fort McHenry

Fort McHenry

Fort McHenry

Baltimore Basilica

Richard and Marilyn Beaver with Gary Ferber

Baltimore Basilica
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Darrell Plank and Art Holstein

Lorri Pilgrim and Sally Cardoza

Frank Cardoza

Korean War Memorial

At the Vietnam Memorial

Connie Kanes-Cosler, Judy Hinrichs and Lorri Pilgrim

Women in Military Service Memorial
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Although we had a good time and a lot of fun, the Reunion was overshadowed by the death of
shipmate, Pete Pilgrim.

TAPS
Bennett “Pete” Pilgrim was born September 15, 1928 in Mineral Wells, Texas. He passed away August
9, 2017. Pete enlisted with the United States Navy in 1945, serving during WWII and retired in 1967. He
was stationed on six different ships. Pete was in charge of organizing the reunions for the USS ABNAKI
(ATF 96), the first ship he was on, annually. After retirement, he worked for Kirkwood Community
College for over thirty years as an instructor and later as Director of Plant Services. Pete was a member
of the American Legion, Fleet Reserve Association. He greatly enjoyed gardening and golfing. More
than anything, Pete loved spending time with his family and shipmates. He is survived by his wife of 52
years, Loretta (whom he married in 1964) son Craig (Jennifer) Pilgrim, daughter, Rachel (Paul) Boyd; five
grandchildren and one brother.
Pete was my mentor and ever helpful when I took over the ABNAKI Courier. He was very patient and
kind with me and I considered him Friend.
Fair winds and following Seas Pete. Rest easy our friend, we have the watch.

From Jackie Vaughn, Storekeeper: I will be establishing a new vendor for the hats, shirts

and jackets. The link below is to their website for the different apparel items they offer, there
is no minimum order for their embroidery service. If you click on the vendor link it allows you
to choose the style or hat, shirt, polo, etc. that you like. If someone wants to order an item
they can go online, pick out what they want and can contact me, I will take care of ordering for
them, pick up and shipping or delivering to them. For those Abnaki members that do not have
access to the internet can call me with what they are looking for and I will take care of ordering
for them. I will bring a limited supply of shirts and hats to the reunion this year and if you have
anything special you are looking for let me know. Polos with left chest embroidery usually run
around $23 and up depending on the style. Embroidered hats generally $14-$16. Windbreakers
with linings may be around $30ish.
You can visit the website at www.otseonline.com Click “link” on the tool bar to get a list of
apparel suppliers we have accounts with. You can visit their latest catalogs on-line and search
various styles. If you would like a price on anything jot down the name of the catalog and style
number and email me a request for pricing.
Jackie Vaughn 443-532-5889 (cell)
410-414-5182 (home)
Email: Jackie.vaughan@comcast.net
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“Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Anyone Who Threatens It"

USS Abnaki (ATF 96)
If the last line on your address label is not (2017) or greater you may owe some dues.
Send dues ($15.00) to: Art Holstein – 2201 Eshcol Ave – Zion, Il 60099

Nancy Ferber
U.S.S. Abnaki (A.T.F. 96)
527 SW Second St
Greenfield IA 50849

