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Annual Dues $15.00. If the first line on your address label is not 2016 or greater you may owe
some dues. Send dues to: Art Holstein, 2201 Eschol Avenue, Zion, IL 60099
Phone: 847-872-9043 Email: grandpahol@comcast.net

NOW HEAR THIS!!!!!
The 28th Annual ABNAKI Reunion will be in Portland, Oregon
September 7 -11, 2016
Our Host – Darrel Plank
1967

Darrel has let me know that he has tentative plans for
Our Hotel. It looks like the Clarion Portland Airport
Hotel. He says that there is a lot to do in Portlalnd.
The Maritime Museum in Astoria and the Western
Antique Aeroplane and Automobile Museum. These
are just a few he has in mind. Remember, none of this
has been finalized, stay tuned for more information!

Widows

Once again all the activities
listed in the registration form
are free for you. Our widows
are very special to us and
contribute a lot to the reunions.
Please come and bring along
family or friends!!!

LET’S TALK ABOUT USS ABNAKI REUNION 2015, LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY!!! What
a wonderful time we had. A huge Thank You to the Penningtons, and their daughters, Debbie
Setser and Deanna Jones. They did such a wonderful job planning. Truly gracious southern
hospitalitiy.
Hospitality.
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We had such a good time in Louisville, I don’t really know where to begin! First of
all a HUGE Thank You to the Penningtons, Delmas, Deloris, Debbie and Deanna.
They did such a wonderful job with the planning and organizing. I know myself,
that I had a REALLY good time.
Some of us met and gathered at the Hotel on Tuesday evening, which just
happened to be Pete Pilgrim’s Birthday.
Wednesday was registration day. It was so nice to see old friends and meet new
ones. It was definitely time for the stories to begin!

PatOldfather, Duane and Judy Duhigg, Barbara Channell

Duane Duhigg

Lori Pilgrim, Don Fries, Judy Hinrichs, Marilyn Beaver

Ellie Colombara
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USS Abnaki crew at Churchill Downs

Winners Circle

Churchill Downs is a beautiful place. The grand buildings, in beautiful Kentucky about took my
breath away. Of, course as horse breeders it had special meaning to Gary and I. You could look
about and feel the excitement of the Kentucky Derby, although it had run four months prior.
Look around in the inside court and there are names of all the Kentucky Derby Winners. Each
one has their place in history. We also went down to the track side where they were even then
preparing the track for that day’s race. The winnner’s circle was an awesome sight. I could
imagine the horses standing there with the roses around their neck and the owners beaming
with pride along with the jockey. I know that others did not share my enthusiasm, but I
thought it was wonderful! We saw their resident thoroughbred gelding and his little pony
buddy. Their barns house horses all through the year. I can’t remember the exact number, but
it is a lot of mouths to feed! The Kentucky Derby Museum celebrates the Derby all year long.
In their theatre they have a movie that displays some of the most spectacular hats worn to the
Derby and a 360 degree show that places you right in the middle of the Kentucky Derby, it will
have you on the edge of your seat!
After we left Churchill Downs we took a bus tour of “Old Louisville”. The beautiful old mansions
were really a sight to see!

Inside Court

Entrance to Churchill Downs
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On Friday, we met in the hotel lobby and headed for a cruise on the Ohio River. The Spirit of
Jefferson, named for her home country and the great Thomas Jefferson, is a charming riverboat
operating year round with a variety of sightseeing and lunch/dinner cruises. She has the look
and feel of an old-time steamboat. We had an ABNAKI like Buffet Lunch and listened to some
Riverboat Music. We even had some entertainment from Glen Gerard dancing! Again, another
great time!

Delmas Pennington and Richard Beaver

A beautiful day for a cruise, with flags flying

Old Glory

Reunion Attendees:
Richard and Marilyn Beaver
Pete and Lori Pilgrim
Adolph and Barbara Channell
Gary and Nancy Ferber
Harvey and Jean Dooge
Art Holstein
Cynthia Hernandez
Delmas and Delores Pennington
Deanna and Dale Jones
Nancy White
Drew, Blakely and Payton Jones
Asa and Joan Myers
Ceci Kingsley
Duane and Judy Duhigg

Jim and Barb Gallo
Glenn and Kay Gerard and Linda Scofield
Jackie Vaughan and Lacy Brunmeier
Judy Hinrichs
Don Fries
Victor and Mary Sanchez
Cliff and Pat Oldfather
Debbie and Amber Setser
Carley and Caroline Geyer
Molly Geyer
Dean, Kris and Elisabeth Pennington
Joe and Ellie Colombara
Darrell Plank
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Friday night was the DERBY PARTY. The Pennnington’s daughters, Debbie Setser and Deanna
Jones made the most beautiful “Derby Hats” for the ladies. The men either had a jockey cap or
a derby hat. We played the horse races. This was with teams of two picked from the ABNAKI
crew members. They moved the horses down the track by rolling dice and moving the selected
horse down the track by the number rolled on the dice. The winners were Don Fries and
Adolph Channell.

WINNERS Don Fries and Adolph Channell

Judy Hinrichs

Horse Racing at its finest!!

Asa and Joan Myers

Jackie Vaughn

In the starting gates
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Saturday was a free day for us. We could either relax at the Hotel or go sightseeing in the
beautiful area. The crew meeting was held at 0900. Darrel Plank gave some ideas for the 2016
reunion in Portland, OR but nothing has been set as yet, so I will reserve that information for a
later Courier. The 2017 reunion is also tentative in Virginia or Maryland. Jackie Vaughn has
graciously agreed to host that reunion, so stay tuned for more information on both.

Saturday night was our big Banquet. We had a wonderful dinner, prepared by the Hotel. There
was entertainment from two young ladies that were wonderful on the guitar. They were Carly
and Caroline Geyer. Good job ladies!
It is always hard to say goodbye, I really enjoy the reunions and getting to know new people
and seeing old friends. I am looking forward to the next reunion!

There has been a change in Storekeeper. Joe Colombara has decided that it is time for him to
pass on the duties. Jackie Vaughan has graciously accepted the job. She is setting up her
suppliers and getting pricing so I hope to have that for you in the next issue.

I want to wish everyone a very happy and safe Holiday Season and a Happy and prosperous
New Year.

Ever consider what our dogs must think of us? I mean, here we come back from the grocery
store with the most amazing haul – chicken, pork, half a cow. They must think we’re the
greatest hunters on earth. Anna Tyler
My goal in life is to be as good a person as my dog already thinks I am.
If there are no dogs in Heaven, then when I die I want to go where they went. Will Rogers
One reason a dog can be such a comfort when you’re feeling blue is that he doesn’t try to find
out why. Author Unknown
Everything I need to know I learned from my dog. When loved ones come home, always run to
greet them. Never pass up the opportunity to go for a joyride. Allow the experience of fresh
air and the wind in your face to be pure ecstasy.
The reason a dog has so many friends is that he wags his tail instead of this tongue.
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If the last line on your address label is not (2015) or greater you may owe some dues. Send
dues ($15.00) to: Art Holstein – 2201 Eshcol Ave – Zion, Il 60099

Nancy Ferber
U.S.S. Abnaki (A.T.F. 96)
572 SW Second St
Greenfield IA 50849
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