1943 - 1978

March 2016

Annual Dues $15.00. If the first line on your address label is not 2016 or greater you may owe
some dues. Send dues to: Art Holstein, 2201 Eschol Avenue, Zion, IL 60099
Phone: 847-872-9043 Email: grandpahol@comcast.net

NOW HEAR THIS!!!!!
The 28th Annual ABNAKI Reunion will be in Portland, Oregon
1967September 7-10. 2016
Our Host – Darrel Plank

2016 REUNION
Our Hotel will be the Clarion located at the Airport in Portland.
The cost is $99.00 plus tax, per night. They have given us 3
days before and 3 days after the reunion dates at that same price
for whomever, would like to take advantage of it. Our rooms
will be under the USS ABNAKI Reunion. When calling the
hotel to make reservations, please tell them it is for the USS
ABNAKI Reunion otherwise they will transfer you
several times.
PHONE: 503-252-2222
FAX:
503-257-7008

Widows
Once again all the activities
listed in the registration
form are free for you. Our
widows are very special to
us and contribute a lot to the
reunions. Please come and
bring along family and
friends.

Darrell has set up some tours for us. Here is the schedule of events that I have:
Wednesday 9/7/2016: will be registration day.
Thursday 9/8/2016: we will leave the hotel at 0800 hours for Hood River to the Western
Antique Areoplane and Automobile Museum (WAAAM). Then stop at Multnomah Falls and
return to the hotel approximately 1600 hours. Of course, this is the evening we have the
Welcome Aboard.
Friday 9/9/2016: we will leave the hotel at 0730 hours for The Maritime Museum in Astoria
with a possible stop at the Astor Column and return to the hotel approximately 1600 hours.
Lunch is included with the price of the tour.

USS ABNAKI (ATF96)
Reunion Registration Form
To insure your registration for these activities, this form must be retuned no later than 08/ 07 /2016.
All prices include tax and tips
Day

Time

Wednesday

1000

Registration

$10.00

X_______________________________

Thursday

0800

Tour #1

$35.00

X_______________________________

Friday

Event

Cost

#

Tota1

1800

Welcome Aboard

$16.00

X_______________________________

0730

Tour #2

$39.00

X_______________________________

PLEASE INDICATE IF YOU PREFER HAMBURGER OR HOT DOG FOR LUNCH FRIDAY
Saturday

Time

1800

Banquet

$34.00

PLEASE INDICATE IF YOU PREFER BEEF OR CHICKEN FOR THE BANQUET SATURDAY

Hamburger

Hot Dog_______

X_______________________________
Beef

There is no registration fee for anyone under eighteen.

Chicken_______
TOTAL $

The Banquet will be served Buffett Style
Beef Flank Steak or Buttermilk Fried Chicken Breast
Plus, grilled seasonal veggies and herbed potatoes sauté, Willamette Valley salad, French baguette, desert bar
including: brownies, lemon bars, walnut bars and seasonal bars. (Darrell assures me that all the deserts are noncalorie, don’t we wish!)
Please feel free to bring as many guests as you would like, including but not limited to Parents, Grandparent,
Children, Grandchildren, Great Grandchildren, Cousins, Uncles/Aunts, Friends, Friend’s Friends or relatives. I think
you get the idea! Reunions are for kicking back and relaxing, so bring them on. The more the merrier!
Please show you and your guest’s name the way you want them to show on the “Name Badges”. Also, show your
Name, Rate and year/years served aboard the ABNAKI.

Please type or print
_________________________________________

__________________________________

_________________________________________

__________________________________

_________________________________________

__________________________________

_________________________________________

__________________________________

Registration Form should be completed and returned to Darrell Plank, 3002 Fir, LaGrange, OR
97850, no later than 8\07 \2016. Call or email Darrell 541-910-4132,
Mtnman1118@gmail.com with any questions or ideas.

2

TAPS
ELEANOR A. COLOMBARA, age 85, passed away Friday, January 15, 2016 surrounded by her
family. She touched thousands of lives as a daughter, wife, mother, grandmother, greatgrandmother, teacher and friend. In 1966 Ellie married the love of her life, Joe. Ellie was
always at Joe’s side. They traveled the country attending Joe’s ABNAKI Reunions. She always
had a smile on her face and a camera in her hand. At the 2015 reunion she was recognized as
an honorary crew member with the special rate of Master Chief Mamma-San.
Rest peacefully, Ellie we will miss you.
PAUL WILLIAM SPANDIKOW, age 89, passed away on Saturday, January 9, 2016, at his vacation
home in Springville, TN. Paul grew up in Melrose Park IL. He graduated valedictorian from East
Leyden High School in Franklin Park, IL. He was inducted into the United States Navy in 1944
and served for 2 years on the Piedmont AR 532. He served on the USS ABNAKI (ATF96) as an
Electricians Mate during WWII. Paul was discharged in 1946.
CALVIN REED, passed away 29 November, 2014. Cal was Commanding Officer on the USS
ABNAKI, 21 July, 1962 through 7 August 1964. He was a mustang officer and was a former ET.
He retired as a Commander and was CO of DATC/FMAG (SIMA’s forerunner), Pearl Harbor in
1978.
ALTON RIVET JR., passed away 18 February 2016. Mr. Rivet was a veteran of the United States
Navy who served his country honorably from 1958 – 1962. Including a tour aboard the USS
ABNAKI.
BE AT PEACE SAILORS, WE HAVE YOUR WATCH.

Gary and Nancy Ferber are Percheron horse
breeders. The picture to the right is of one of
their MULES and the Nancy
one below is their PAINT
BREEDING STALLION. I never heard of paint
Percherons before but this is one magnificent
animal.

Nancy did not know that I was going to insert
these pictures into this courier. These are such
magnificent animals I could not resist the
temptation. Hope Nancy and Gary don’t mind.
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USS Abnaki (The early years) part #1
Dave Fairchild (S1c-USNR-1944-46)
As told to Nancy Ferber and Pete Pilgrim

I was born in Cooper, Kentucky on November, 24th, 1926. We moved to Straughn, Indiana when I
was thirteen. I joined the Navy on the 16th of March 1944 and went to boot camp in Great Lakes
Illinois. If I remember correctly Boot Camp was only about 4 or 5 weeks long at that time. After
Boot Camp I had a 12 day Boot Leave. When my leave was up I reported back to Great Lakes and
then received orders for Abnaki. I reported aboard Abnaki on May 12, 1944. At the time Abnaki
was in drydock in Norfolk, Virginia.
I had never heard of the Abnaki before going aboard but
I have subsequently learned that she was commissioned
on the 25th of November 1943 and she completed her
shakedown in Chesapeake Bay on the 10th of December
1944 and immediately began operating with the Atlantic
Fleet. I recall one guy telling me about towing target
somewhere up around Maine when they would have to
chop ice off the towing cable before they could reel it in.
I don’t remember the details but I also remember some
of the crew telling about the ship making a deployment
overseas before I reported aboard. I found the following
information about this deployment on the internet. The
Abnaki was part of a slow convoy towing barges, loaded
with war supplies to England when the following
occurred.

Captain Wally

(USS ATR-98 was a ATR-1 Class Rescue Tug laid down in late 1943 and commissioned into US
Navy service in early 1944. Assigned to the US Atlantic Fleet the ATR-98 steamed in convoy to the
Azores, where she joined the Auxiliary force providing assistance to merchant and warships
operating in the area.
Responding to a distress call for a disabled merchant ship North of the Azores, the ATR-98 and her
crew fought through heavy seas to reach the stricken vessel, and then placed her under tow. The
165ft ATR-98 labored to maintain headway in the swell while towing the large merchantman and
was soon ordered to pass the tow to the larger Fleet Ocean Tug USS Abnaki (ATF-96) which
arrived on scene on the morning of April
12th.
As the two tugs drew close to pass the
towing bridle between the ships, an effort
made difficult by the high sea state, both
came into contact with each other with the
ATR-98 coming across the bow of the
Abnaki. The wooden hull of the ATR-98

ATR-98
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received fatal damage in the collision from the Abnaki's reinforced steel prow and after the ships
separated the ATR-98 began quickly settling by the Stern and listing to Port.
With the heavy seas threatening to roll the ship at any moment, the order was passed to abandon
the ATR-98 shortly before noon and within 20 minutes all crew had taken to life rafts.
After the last crewman of the ATR-98 was accounted for, the swamping tug was taken under fire by
the Abnaki as a hazard to navigation and sunk at this location on April 12th, 1944.)
I am not sure what happened after that but as I said before, Abnaki was in drydock when I reported
aboard, I had only been aboard Abnaki for a few days when she
got underway for Oran, Algeria. On June 4th we were somewhere
in the vicinity of the Azores when we received orders to
rendezvous with Task Group (TG) 22.3 which was built around
Guadalcanal (CVE-60). The task force had just succeeded in
capturing the German submarine U-505. We took the U-505 in
tow and arrived in Bermuda on the 19th of June, 1944. We
remained in Bermuda for about 10 days before heading back to
Norfolk.
We remained in Norfolk for a week or 10 days
before once again heading, unburdened, for Oran.
While in Oran we picked up the Free French ship
Sénégalais (T 22). Sénégalais was one of the US
Destroyer Escorts operated by the “FREE
FRENCH” as part of the LEND LEASE program.
She had been badly damaged by a torpedo from
the German submarine U-371. We arrived in
Sénégalais
Charleston, South Carolina on August 18, 1944
and discharged the Sénégalais. After a few days in Charleston we headed for New York.
Upon arrival in New York we spent the next several days helping in the preparation of convoy NY119. This convoy, made up of small army tugs towing “Piggy Back” barges, and other things loaded
with war supplies. (In order to Piggy back the barges they
had to run the bottom barge into a drydock, flood it’s
compartments, and then float the top barge in and strap it
down on the bottom barge,) The bottom barge “Or float”
would then be pumped out and filled with whatever was
going to England, This Convoy can best be described by
Charles Dana Gibson in the book “The Ordeal Of Convoy
N.Y, 119”.
“The journey of N.Y. 119 was to transverse 3539 nautical miles. (About 4072.6 land miles) during a
period of 30 days, its rate of advancement was to average“ 4.74 miles per hour. It was to encounter
winds up to 90 mph and seas roaring down from crest estimated at heights up to sixty feet. Of the 65
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vessels named within the convoy, 14 0f them were small 85 foot harbor tugs designed to go no
further than a harbor’s entrance. Fifteen more were “Y” tankers built for short coastal runs and
inland waterway use and not to face the violent temper of the North Atlantic.
The 14 pick-a back barges were mostly of a condition unfit
for the rigors of the open ocean, some of them had been built
sixteen years before. The Army Transport Service (ATS)
civilian crews were to man this incredible armada, were in
part, the last scrapings available from the wartime
manpower pools. Some of them were misfits, unable to find
employment on conventional merchant ships. Others were too
old or too young for military service. Many, both officers and
seamen were untrained in the basic elements of seamanship.
U,S. Army ST Tug
Fortunately there were a few, mainly Scandinavians, who,
attracted by American pay rates, provided the talents and abilities that were to prove essential to
survival. There were others, good men, though at first green, who learned seamanship reroute and
gained a seagoing education that under ordinary peacetime conditions would have taken years.
Some of the seamen of NY 119 would not survive the passage. Others who lost their ships but lived
were to be dumped on wharves of an English port, where, because of confusion on the part of Port
Command, they were reduced to the status of penniless beggars. This followed days of thirst,
hunger, violent seasickness, and stark terror.” Ed Note. I highly recommend your reading the
“Ordeal of Convoy N.Y -119”. It can still be purchased from Amazon.
After we left New York the first few days went fairly well and then the weather began to get rough
and things went downhill pretty fast. By the time we got to the Azores several of the barges were
leaking but as can be seen this one would not
have lasted much longer without some
attention. The water was too rough in the open
sea so the army tug took it to the Lee side of
one of the islands in the Azores. As can be
seen in the picture the Abnaki went alongside.
The distance between the top and bottom
barge was such that we had to lay on our back
to do any work. I was told that the reason me
and a guy named Marvin Elmore was chosen
to open the manhole covers and pump out the
Abnaki laying alongside the BCF 3202 in the lee side of the
Azores on October 8th 1944
water was because we were the smallest men
aboard. Anyway, after working all night we
finally got it pumped out and did what repair we could and hooked it back up to the Army tug and
got underway again. By the time we got underway the main convoy was a way out ahead of us, and
several others. We never caught up with the main convoy until we got to England. By that time the
storm had scattered the convoy for miles around. Some barges had floated into mine fields, others
onto rocks, I remember us going to help one of the tugs that had wrapped its tow line around it
screw and it had drifted close enough to France to be within range of the Germans shore batteries.
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We were operating in the dark so we has to turn on the search light to find it and hook up. I think
that we did that job and headed back toward England in record time! After all was said and done we
lost 19 men, 3 tugs, 8 floats, and 5 cargo lighters of that convoy. At 15:00 October 26, 1944 Convoy
NY 119 ceased to exist. I don’t remember if we stayed in Falmouth or if we had moved to Plymouth
but I do remember that me and two other guys got a week-end pass. We caught a train and went to
London, checked into a hotel and went out exploring the town. It didn’t take long before we met
three girls so we took in a few of the usual hot spots. When it came time for the girls to go home,
being the gentlemen we were, we offered to escort them home which required a subway ride. The
girls that my friends were with happened to be sisters and lived on a different train route than my
girl so we decided to split up and rendezvous at the St Paul Cathedral the next morning. So… me
and my girl hopped on the subway and headed south. I am not sure how long the subway had been
moving, probably no more then 10-15 minutes and it was time for us to get off. The walk to her
house and back, 2-3 blocks, took longer than I had anticipated and by the time I arrived back at the
subway station at 03:00 all trains were stopped for the night. So… I started hoofing it back toward
down town and our rendezvous point. I remember it being very dark, London was in the black out
mode and all I had for light was a little one cell flashlight. I was not walking long before a Jeep
pulled alongside me and an army sergeant said “Hi sailor what is going on”. When I told him my
story he said jump in I’m going that way. I had no more than sat down in the jeep when I heard a
fairly loud buzz and then a loud boom off in the distance, I guess the sergeant could tell that I was a
little concerned when he said, don’t worry, that was a buzz bomb and if you hear it you have
nothing to worry about, it is when you don’t hear it that things may not be going so good, We had
not gone very far when he said “How old are you” when I told him that I was 17 he said that he had
a son the same age. We chatted a little and we soon reached my rendezvous point where I was
supposed to meet my friends. I guess it was no surprise that neither of my friends were there. So… I
went back to the hotel and got a little shut-eye. They returned to the hotel just in time for us to catch
the train and board the ship before heading back out to sea.
To be continued.

A Mulberry harbor was a portable temporary harbor developed by the British in World War
II to facilitate rapid offloading of cargo onto the beaches during the Allied invasion of
Normandy
The picture to the right is a Concrete Phoenix
caisson being towed by tugs for placement as a breakwater
for Mulberry harbor. Note Bofors gun mounted on top.
WWII.
Two prefabricated harbors, (code named
Mulberry), including breakwater, piers and roadways were
built in England, towed across the English Channel, and
set up off the coast of France shortly after the initial Allied
invasion of Normandy.
One of the key components of the Mulberry artificial harbor was the use of large concrete
caissons (code name Phoenix), which formed the outer sea wall of the harbor. These concrete
caissons were as tall as a five story building and acted as a breakwater for vessels, creating
sheltered water for the pier heads and roadways which would be built inside the harbor.
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USS Abnaki (ATF 96)
If the last line on your address label is not (2016) or greater you may owe some dues.
Send dues ($15.00) to: Art Holstein, 2201 Eschol Avenue, Zion, IL 60099

Nancy Ferber
USS Abnaki (ATF-96)
527 SW Second St,
Greenfield, IA 50849

