March 2015

1943 - 1978

Annual Dues: $15.00. If the first line on your address label is not 2015 or greater you may
owe some dues. Send dues to: Art Holstein – 2201 Eshcol Ave – Zion, IL 60099
Phone: 847-872-9043 Email: grandpahol@comcast.net

NOW HEAR THIS!!!!
The 27th Annual ABNAKI Reunion will be in

JEFFERSONVILLE, INDIANA
September 16-20, 2015
Your Host: The Pennningtons

Deanna

Deloris

Delmas

Debbie

For more information e-mail Debbie at: tsetser@columbus.rr.com
Or call Delmas Pennington at: 606-928-5611

SHERATON LOUISVILLE
RIVERSIDE HOTEL
700 W. Riverside Dr.
Hotel Reservations: 888-627-8069 -- Room Rate $105

This is our hotel
Room Rate Includes:

Only about 10 minutes from

High speed internet

the Louisville Airport with

Business Center

free pick-up/drop off. Just tell

Local calls

the hotel what flight and time

Indoor pool

you will be arriving/departing

On-site parking

in and they will be there to

Flat-Screen HD Television

pick you up

Fitness Center

We will be just across the river from Louisville, Kentucky. Complementary Van
service to downtown (Five minutes) Louisville.
They tell me the program is not quite ready now, but don’t worry. with the four Ds (Deanna,

Deloris, Delmas, Debbie) doing the planning it will be fantastic
WIDOWS
Once again all the activities listed in the registration form are free for you. Our widows are very
special to us and contribute a lot to the Reunions. This year we had only one join us in
Colorado Springs and are hoping for many more in Jeffersonville. Please come and bring along
family or friends or both!!

The following pages from Debbie Pennington Setser will give you a good look into what
September will bring!
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Reunion Report
Debbie Pennington Setser

We are so glad to be able to host the 2015 USS Abnaki Reunion and hope to make it a very
enjoyable experience. My dad, Delmas Pennington (USS Abnaki 1946-48), discovered the
Abnaki reunion in an American Legion magazine in 2007 and he has only missed one since that
time. He is always ready for the next one as soon as he leaves the last. The rest of us relish
coming, too. It is so nice to visit those we have enjoyed spending time with at past reunions and
look forward to meeting new friends. Like Delmas all of us are always anxious to come again.
The respect and comradery among the veterans and their families is uplifting. We are hoping to
have a big turnout this year and welcome to all your families and friends, so come and enjoy our
Kentucky hospitality.
Jeffersonville, Indiana is much smaller than many of the cities we have been to our Abnaki
reunions, but it seems the perfect setting for our group with its
quaint small town charm. It is very uncrowded and easy to
maneuver by car, walking, or hotel shuttle. Jeffersonville is within
eyesight of Louisville (Just across the river) with its bigger city
attractions. The hotel shuttle will transport to downtown
Louisville area or local places. Our motel is located close to the
banks of the Ohio River and within a few blocks of Jeffersonville
Historical District which sports some really cute shops, many café
type restaurants, consignment shops, and a cigar bar. The Old
Jeffersonville Historic District was listed on the National Register
Old Jeffersonville Historic District
of Historic Places in 1987 because of its architectural and historic
significance.
In Jeffersonville’s Historical District you can visit Schimpff’s Confectionary one of the oldest
family-owned candy businesses in the United States. It was opened in its present location in 1891
by Gustav Schimpff Sr. and Jr. This unique confectionery and lunch room in Jeffersonville's
downtown historic district comes complete with a 50's style soda fountain and its original tin

ceiling.

Louisville, Kentucky, as seen from Jeffersonville, Indiana

Sixteenth largest city in the United States
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Wednesday 10:00 begins Registration. We will register in
the Lewis Room on the main floor. This will be our meeting
room, too. We also have a nice sized room on the 6th floor
where most of our drinks and food will be kept. They will try
to put everyone’s room on the 6th floor so as to be near this
hospitality room.
Thursday Tour #1: 10:00 Assemble in the lobby to board
the bus for Church Hill Downs. As you probably know
Churchill Downs is the home of the famous Kentucky Derby
the greatest show on turf. We will take a 30 min walking
tour of it as well as visit the museum. In the Derby Museum
you will see “The Greatest Race” a 360 degree high-definition movie that brings the Derby story
alive. It captures the excitement of the race and makes you feel as if you are part of the most
recent Kentucky Derby victory.
Note: Thoroughbred racing will be taking place at Churchill Downs during September. So… if
anyone wants to stay or return for racing we will arrange a later pick-up or drop off for them.
You can lunch (on your own.) at the Derby Café if you desire. We are told that the portions are
big so you may want to share a Louisville Hot Brown, Barbequed Brisket, Meatloaf Hamburger,
Derby Pie, Kentucky Bread Pudding, or a healthier Triple Crown Salad.
On the way back to the hotel we will enjoy a bus tour of the city, highlighting the Falls of the
Ohio, Cast Iron District, Museum Row, and Victorian Homes in Old Louisville.
18:00 Welcome Aboard Party/Pizza Buffet. House made Pizza with assorted toppings, Caesar
salad, fresh brewed ice tea and coffee
Friday 10:30 meet in hotel lobby to board bus for the Spirit of
Jefferson. This will be a Steamboat Sightseeing Cruise around
the Louisville area as we enjoy an Abnaki like Buffet Lunch
and listening to some riverboat music.
The Spirit is owned by Louisville Metro Government and
operated by the Louisville Waterfront Development
Corporation. With her charm, spunk, and flexibility, the Spirit
of Jefferson makes for wonderful memories along the Ohio
River. She has the look and feel of an old-time steamboat, with
the modern conveniences of heat, air conditioning, and more.

Spirit of Jefferson

We will return to Hotel around 2:30. This may be a nice time to take the hotel shuttle to check
out Louisville or walk the Jeffersonville Historical District Attractions
Louisville is the sixteenth largest city in the United States. There are many attractions in
Louisville that anyone who desires can hop a ride on the shuttle and visit.
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The Muhammad Ali Center may be a good choice for those interested in the life of Louisville
native Cassius Clay/Muhammad Ali. It has a lot of displays and abundant seating around the
displays to rest and watch the videos of actual fights, etc. Born
Cassius Clay, he won the world heavyweight championship in 1964
from Sonny Liston in a stunning upset. Shortly after that bout, Ali
joined the Nation of Islam and changed his name. He converted
to Sunni Islam in 1975.
In 1967, three years after winning the heavyweight title, Ali refused
to be conscripted into the U.S. military, citing his religious beliefs
and opposition to American involvement in the Vietnam War.

Louisville Slugger
Museum

Te

The Frazier History Museum is a
in Louisville’s "Museum Row" in the West
District of downtown. It is named for the
founder Owsley Brown Frazier. The Frazier
distinction of being the only place in the
Britain to permanently house and display
artifacts. The museum is an affiliate in
Affiliations program.

museum
Main
museum's
Museum has the
world outside Great
Royal Armories
the Smithsonian
The facilities
exhibition space
interpretations, a
theater, and various
and audio-visual).

The Muhammad Ali Center

The Louisville Slugger Museum & Factory,
a museum located in Louisville, Kentucky's "Museum Row" in the West
Main District of downtown, showcases the history of the Louisville
Slugger brand of baseball bats made by Hillerich & Bradsby, and of
baseball in general. Inside the 16,000 square feet of exhibit and archive
space, production of the bats is presented, along with historical examples
of bats (such as an 1880s Pete Browning bat they recently discovered or
the bat that Babe Ruth used to hit his last home run as a Yankee). Outside
is a six-story bat that appears to be leaning against the museum building
but is completely free standing, the bat weighs 68,000 pounds

The Frazier History Museum
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include 75,000 square feet (7,000 m2) of
over three floors, as well as two areas for
120-seat auditorium, a 48-seat movie
displays (including multimedia, interactive

As you know Kentucky is known for its bourbon. Bourbon whiskey is a
type of American whiskey: a barrel-aged distilled spirit made primarily
from corn. The name is ultimately derived from the French Bourbon dynasty,
although it is disputed whether the namesake Bourbon
County in Kentucky or Bourbon Street in New Orleans inspired the whiskey's
name. Bourbon has been distilled since the 18th century. The name
"Bourbon" was not applied until the 1820s, and the Kentucky etymology was
not advanced until the 1870s. While the liquor may be made anywhere in
the United States, it is strongly associated with the American South in
general, and with Kentucky in particular.

Typical Bourbon Display

You can come early or stay late with a
three day leeway of our Abnaki room rate at the
Sheraton. So… come and tour around this beautiful area.
Just a couple of hours away you can tour the famous
horse farms in Lexington.
Even though our hotel is in Indiana we will be employing
a Kentucky atmosphere serving the likes of bourbon balls
Typical view of Kentucky horse farm
and derby pie in our hospitality room. A
complimentary continental style breakfast will be served in the hospitality room each
morning. The hotel offers a large breakfast buffet for a charge of $10.00 inclusive of Tax and
Gratuity. Breakfast Coupons will be given to our guests at arrival and these will be presented at
Riversides Café to receive this discounted breakfast rate to be paid at the Café.
Registration Form should be completed and returned to Delmas Elwood Pennington 835 St. Rt.
716 Ashland, KY 41102 Checks Payable to USS Abnaki ATF 96 Reunion. Please complete
and return the registration form no later than 8-1-2015, earlier will help us estimate our
attendance number better. Call or email Debbie Setser 937-243-5368 tsetser@columbus.rr.com
with any questions or ideas, or call Delmas or Delores Pennington 606-928-5611 or 606-5710053.
We are really looking forward to seeing all the people we have met before and meeting and
making new friends
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The Sheraton Louisville Riverside Hotel features all of the brand's signature amenities and services. The
Sheraton Louisville was recently awarded the Starwood “Best in Class Award” as the #1 Sheraton in
North America for guest satisfaction.
It is surrounded by several walking paths, scenic riverfront and The Falls of the Ohio. The hotel is a new
property, having opened in May 2008. The Sheraton Louisville Riverside Hotel is conveniently located 6
miles from the Louisville International Airport. The hotel is also located close to major Louisville
attractions, including the Louisville Slugger Museum, 4th Street Live!, Muhammad Ali Center, KFC
Yum Center and world-famous Churchill Downs, Spring Street Jeffersonville Boutique Shopping, Big
Four Walking Bridge to name a few.
Amenities:
Beautifully designed rooms featuring Sheraton’s signature Sweet Sleeper® Beds
24-hr Sheraton Fitness Center powered by Core Performance featuring state-of-the-art equipment
Indoor pool and whirlpool, open from 8 a.m. – 10 p.m. daily
Concierge services available daily to assist you.
Eight Restaurants within One Block Walking Distance of the Hotel with Three being connected.
Complimentary self-parking.
Complimentary high-speed wireless Internet in guest rooms and meeting spaces
Complimentary shuttle transportation to and from the Louisville SDF airport and downtown
Louisville area
A complimentary continental style breakfast will be served in 6th floor hospitality room each morning.
Book under USS Abnaki ATF 96. The charge is $105.00 per night. Phone: 812-206-7160
Fax : 812-206-7180 Email : tetherton@sheratonlouisville.com Trish Etherton is our group contact
person if needed.
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Let’s try a bit of Trivia!!
The first Admiral in the Navy was David Farragut. Even if you’ve never heard the name, you
know his words, allegedly spoken at the Battle of Mobile Bay “Damn the torpedoes! Full speed
ahead”. He was commissioned into the U.S. Navy at age nine. At age twelve, Farragut fought in
the War of 1812. Though he was born in Tennessee, he remained steadfastly loyal to the Union
during the Civil War, and after he seized the city of New Orleans, was promoted to Rear
Admiral, a rank created especially for him by Congress. President Lincoln later promoted him to
Vice Admiral. (Farragut would later be a pallbearer at Lincoln’s funeral). Following the war, he
was made the first Admiral of the Navy.
Jumper Flaps. The collar originated as a protective cover for the jacket to protect it from the
grease or powder normally worn by seamen to hold their hair in place.

I wonder how many people remember doing this!!!!

Scrubbing clothes
Recruit training Center, San Diego, CA
1950

Close line watch
Recruit Training Center
1950
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USS Abnaki (ATF96)
Reunion Registration Form

Please complete the following form and return it ASAP to….

Pennington , Delmas E. - 835 St. Rt. 716, - Ashland, KY 41102
For more information call: Phone: 606-571-0053 or 937-243-5368
Or e-mail: tsetser@columbus.rr.com
Please make check payable to: USS Abnaki Reunion Association
To insure your reservation for these activities this form must be returned no later than 8-1-2015
All prices include Tax & Tip

Day
Wednesday
Thursday

Time
Event
10:00
Registration
10:00
Tour #1
18:00
Welcome Aboard
Friday
10:30
Tour #2
Saturday
18:00
Banquet
There is no registration fee for anyone under eighteen.

Cost
$10.00
$15.00
$16.00
$36.00
$32.00

Time
X
X
X
X
X

#

Total

Total $ _________

THE BANQUET WILL BE SERVED BUFFET STYLE

Banquet Menu
Mixed green salad with dressings, rotini pasta salad with sun dried tomato and pesto dressing, baked
honey ham, herb baked bone-In chicken, freshly brewed coffee & iced tea, chef’s choice potatoes and
vegetable, and dessert.
Please feel free to bring as many guests as you like including but not limited to Parents, Grandparents,
Children, Grand Children, Great Grand Children, Cousins, Uncles/Aunts, Friends, Friend’s Friends or
relatives. Reunions are for kicking back and relaxing, so bring them on!!! The more the better!

Please!!!
See page #2 for a brief description of these events
Please show you and your guest’s name the way you want them to show on the “Name Badges”
Also show your name, rate and year/years served aboard Abnaki
Please type or print

Use a separate sheet for additional names

Don’t forget!
Remember our Saturday evening raffle. We always enjoy the treasures from this fun time. If you would
like to contribute items for the raffle bring it on. You are welcome to bring some of your favorite snack
and treats, we do love to visit and chow down.
Remember, everything listed on this page is free for widows. Just fill out the form for everything you
want to do and then place a “W” in the “Total Column”, and we will take care of it from there!
Sign on the back of a Septic Tank Truck: "Caution - This Truck is full of Political Promises.”
We’ll see you in Jeffersonville!!! 
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USS Abnaki ATF 96
Baker, Joe, EN1
Beaver, Richard, IC2
Beaver, Marilyn
Born, Gary, SFM3
Brunmeir, Lacey
Channel, Adolph , RD2
Channel, Barb
Duhigg, Duane, BM3
Duhigg, Judy
Etem, Nina
Etem, Fef
Fauver, Bob, SN
Ferber, Gary, EN2
Ferber, Nancy

Colorado Springs Reunion Attendees
Gallo, Jim, EM2
Oldfather, Cliff GM1
Gallo, Barb
Oldfather, Pat
Gerard, Glenn, EN3
Pilgrim, Pete, ENFN
Gerard , Kay
Pilgrim, Lorri
Guti, Rosi
Plank, Darrel, EM2
Hernadez, Cindy
Remsing, Dee,
Herrington, Gretchen
Rhodes, Van, EM2
Rhodes, Gwen
Herrington, Sarah
Richardson, Richie ?
Hindrich, Judy
Ruiz, Marc EM3
Hoffman, Tom, EN2
Ruiz, Genny
Hoffman, Connie
Ruiz, Fermin
Holstein, Art, PNC
Manley, Jim ?
Saling, Don, QM2
Manley, Deb
Saling, Sally

Fries, Don, EN3
Myers, Asa, CWO-2
Myers, Joan
Sanchez, Victor, SN
Sanchez, Mary
Scofield, Linda
Steffen , Carole
Thompson,
Jim,
EN2/DV
Thompson, Donna
Vaughn, Sarah
Vaughn, Jackie
Vaughn, Hal
Zatorski, Joan

Uniform Supplies
The following items may be ordered from the Abnaki (Joe Colombara, Supply Officer) supply department.
Allow 60 days for the delivery of orders. Orders will be delivered to the reunion at the below prices.
If you wish to have your order shipped please see shipping and handling charges below. Please
indicate size---Small----Medium----Large----Extra Large-----XX Large (All Super Quality) Polo -

Shirts
Color
Logo Colors
Quantity
Size
Cost
Total
Navy BlueGold Name, Number, Ship $27.00Navy Blue Gold Name, Number, Silver Ship $27.00WhiteNavy Blue

Note: Add $2.00 Ea. For XX Large Sizes.

Name, Number, Ship $27.00
Sub-Total _________

Caps
Color
Logo Colors
Quantity
Co st
Navy BlueGold Name, Number, ShipX $14.00Navy Blue Gold Name, Number, Silver ShipX $14.00WhiteNavy
Blue Name, Number, ShipX $14.00If your order exceeds the schedule shown below contact Joe Colombara
Sub-Total _________
S & H-Charges, One shirt, or one shirt and one cap $7.50. Two Caps $5.00. One cap $5.00-Grand Total _________ (Please
enclose check with order)
Please mail or call orders to: Joe Colombara, 720 E. Country Ln, Collinsville, IL. 62234 Phone 618344-8869 .
E-mail….. joec96@att.net Note: Make check payable to Joe Colombara. All profits go
directly to the Abnaki Sailors Association.

Special
Jackets - light quilted with full embroidery on the back. $75.00
$80.00 with your name on right breast (Includes

Shipping)

Special Notice Joe’s supplier has notified him that he will need a minimum order of four jackets so… please give
him a call before ordering jackets.

“Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Anyone Who Threatens It"

USS Abnaki (ATF 96)
If the last line on your address label is not (2014) or greater you may owe some dues.
Send dues ($15.00) to: Art Holstein – 2201 Eshcol Ave – Zion, Il 60099

Nancy Ferber
U.S.S. Abnaki (A.T.F. 96)
572 SW Second St
Greenfield IA 50849

