1943 - 1978

February 2019

Annual Dues $15.00. If the first line on your address label is not 2019 or greater you may owe
some dues. Send dues to: Art Holstein, 2201 Eshcol Avenue, Zion, IL 60099
Phone: 847-872-9043
Email: grandpahol@comcast.net

The
1967

NOW HEAR THIS!!
2019 REUNION

Our 2019 Reunion will be held in Traverse City, Michigan. The dates are
September 23 – 26, 2019. Our Hotel is Comfort Inn, Traverse City, MI. The
Hotel price is $100 - $120 a night. They have the following amenities: FREE Hot
Breakfast, FREE Airport Shuttle, Premium Free WIFI, Smoke Free, Pet Friendly,
Fitness Center, Business Center, Indoor Pool, Meeting Space, Laundry, Whirlpool.
Yes, folks, those dates ARE Monday – Thursday. This is a resort area and prices
are a LOT higher on the weekends.
The person to contact to make your Reservation is Debbie Kersnak, (231) 7788000.

There are Restaurants very close by. There is one right in the parking lot, it is a
family type Restaurant. There is also a Casino within 20 minutes of our hotel, and
they have a shuttle to and from the hotel.
The tentative schedule is arriving on Monday, September 23 and Registration.
Tuesday September 24, we will have a tour with lunch, and Welcome Aboard
Supper/Snack. Wednesday, September 25, Tour and Lunch. Thursday, September
26, Crew meeting, Banquet and Raffle/Auction. Richard has told me that there
will not be a lot of walking for the tours.
More information to follow, as I receive it. Sounds pretty good to me, so far.

WIDOWS: You are very important to us. Remember that all activities on the
registration form are free for YOU. Our Reunions would not be successful without
your attendance. Please come and bring any family members, friends etc., that you
would like.
COINS LEFT ON TOMBSTONES:
While visiting some cemeteries you may notice that headstones marking certain
graves have coins on them, left by previous visitors to the grave. These coins have
distinct meanings when left on headstones of those who gave their life while
serving in America’s military, and these meanings vary depending on the
denomination of the coin. A coin left on a headstone or at the grave site is meant as
a message to the deceased members family that someone else has visited the grave
to pay respect. Leaving a penny at the grave means simply that you visited. A
nickel indicates that you and the deceased trained at boot camp together, while a
dime means you served with him in some capacity. By leaving a quarter at the
grave, you are telling the family that you were with them when they were killed.
In the U.S., this practice became common during the Vietnam war. Some Vietnam
veterans would leave coins as a “down payment” to buy their comrades a beer or
play a hand of cards when they would be reunited.
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As I was sorting through some old family papers, I ran across this and thought I
would pass it on to you.
PATRIOT'S PRAYER
I pray for these my United States of America, so the very name will
bespeak pride to all who allege this to be their country, a country whose
very name will imply a force for world-wide peace.
I pray that, as was true years ago, if I be in any foreign land for either
commercial or social purposes, and without any dishonorable or
questionable purpose, I will with pride say "1 am an American." I pray
that all people of the foreign land I am visiting wili see in me an
exemplary individual for whom an accounting will be demanded should
accidental or planned misadventure befall me.
I pray for the restoration of pride among us of these United States of
America. Let us no longer be befuddled with steadily increasing
measures that tend to make us reliant upon any political group, who to
hide their lack of leadership, inject doctrines which in themselves are
taken wholly or in part from those nations opposed to our way of life. I
pray for individual freedom, not for a promise of socialistic plentitude. I
pray for the right to make my own future, as long as I abide by the Law
of Moses, the Ten Commandments, and the rules of decency. I pray for
the right to earn, in worldly goods, what my abilities or talents will
produce. I pray that I shall not be bound by any artificial restrictions
based upon servitude or seniority.
I pray for the privilege of selecting my own friends, for doing honest
business with whom I please. I pray not for my Church alone, but for all
Churches, as no Church has yet advocated anything detrimental to these
United States of America.
I pray that these United States of America shall forever continue to attain
glory greater than that of any other country.

Copyright 1951, C. D. Maddy, 505 Fifth Ave., New York 17, N. Y.
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From Jackie Vaughn, Storekeeper: I will be establishing a new vendor for the
hats, shirts and jackets. The link below is to their website for the different
apparel items they offer, there is no minimum order for their embroidery service.
If you click on the vendor link it allows you to choose the style or hat, shirt, polo,
etc. that you like. If someone wants to order an item they can go online, pick out
what they want and can contact me, I will take care of ordering for them, pick up
and shipping or delivering to them. For those Abnaki members that do not have
access to the internet can call me with what they are looking for and I will take
care of ordering for them. I will bring a limited supply of shirts and hats to the
reunion this year and if you have anything special you are looking for let me
know. Polos with left chest embroidery usually run around $23 and up depending
on the style. Embroidered hats generally $14-$16. Windbreakers with linings may
be around $30ish.
You can visit the website at www.otseonline.com Click “link” on the tool bar to
get a list of apparel suppliers we have accounts with. You can visit their latest
catalogs on-line and search various styles. If you would like a price on anything
jot down the name of the catalog and style number and email me a request for
pricing.
Jackie Vaughn 443-532-5889 (cell)
410-414-5182 (home)
Email: Jackie.vaughn@comcast.net
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Steadfast to the bitter end, Navy tradition isn’t all rum punch and pollywogs. On
its 244th Birthday, on October 13, 2019, here are a few things you may not know
about the United States Navy.
If an anchor is fouled, it means the line or chain is wrapped around the shank and
fluke arms. This indicates the anchor is no longer suitable for use. These retired
anchors are usually displayed for decorative purposes on base or in Navy
communities. The symbol is also part of the lChief Petty Officer rank insignia.
When used in body art, the fouled anchor represents a tour across the Atlantic
Ocean. Though tattoos are discouraged in today’s Navy sailors for hundreds of
years tattooed themselves as souvenirs to show where they’d been and what
they’d gone through. Here is a short list if imagery you may encounter, along with
what they mean:
*Trident – Special Warfare
*Rose – Significant other left at home
*Twin screws or props on one’s backside – Propels one forward through life
*Rope- Deckhand
*Octopus – Navy Diver
*Sharks – Rescue Swimmer
*Pig and Chicken – Superstition to keep from drowning
*Turtle – Crossed the Equator
*Polar Bear – Sailed the Arctic Circle
*Dagger through a Swallow – Signifies a lost comrade
*Gold Dragon – Crossed the International Dateline
*Gold Turtle – Crossed the International Dateline and the Equator where they
intersect
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“Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Anyone Who Threatens It"

USS Abnaki (ATF 96)
If the last line on your address label is not (2019) or greater or has an * you may owe some dues.
If you have an * after your name, please contact Art or this may be your last Courier.
Send dues ($15.00) to: Art Holstein – 2201 Eshcol Ave – Zion, Il 60099

Nancy Ferber
U.S.S. Abnaki (A.T.F. 96)
527 SW Second St
Greenfield IA 50849

