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Announcing

The

USS Abnaki (ATF-96) 2007 Reunion
Reunion September 5-8, 2007
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6810 N. Mannheim Road
Rosemont, IL 60018
Phone: 847-297-5287

Guest Fax: 847-297-5287

Daily room rate - $109.00
Parking - $6.00/day
Sales Fax: 847-297-8744
Web: www.wyndhamohare.com

Wyndham O’'Hare
Complimentary (24/7) service to and from O’ Hare International Airport 5:00AM —11:30 PM every 15 minutes.
After 11:30PM on call.

Remember!!!
It is your responsibility to make your own room reservations!
Moreinside ——>



M or e about the Hotel

Plus Map
Located adjacent to the Allstate Arena, the NI s e
Wyndham O'Hare s afirst class hotel located Lo SRR ST e me
five minutes from Chicago's O'Hare International oo Ao R S G
Airport and only two and a half miles from the e =R (=2 LA

Stephens Convention Center and Rosemont
Theatre. Whether you are visiting Chicago on
business, stopping over before or after a vacation,
or enjoying arelaxing weekend, let the
Wyndham O'Hare show you our brand of
genuine hospitality with a stay that is as
comfortable asit is convenient.
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Enjoy the ultimate in convenience with FREE
24-hour airport shuttle service, a 24-hour | Norridge
business center, 24-hour fitness center and 24- (ot taraast oo : ©2006 NAVTEQ
hour room service, along with wired and wireless Wayport high-speed Internet accessin al of our guest
rooms (free for Wyndham By Request members). In addition, we offer 30,000 square feet of meeting and
banqguet space with wired high-speed Internet access.

Have adrink in Bradley's lobby lounge, or enjoy casual dining at Barley's Restaurant. Watch your favorite
game on the big screen TV or play a game of pool in Maxi's Sports Bar and grill. For your convenience,
quest room refrigeratorsare available upon request.

As you might guess, the reunion program is not firmed up at thistime, They have been working hard but
most of the places don’t want to discuss prices until after the first of the year. Below are a couple of things
in the planning stages. Everything should be firmed up by the next edition of the Courier.

Chicago River and Lake Architecture Tour

Chicago isrenowned for its stunning and original architecture and the most relaxing way to view itison a
cruise on the Chicago River. Learn al about Chicago's history and landmarks, before the grand finale - a
thrilling, speedboat ride on Lake Michigan. The tour departing from Chicago's Navy Pier. Tour time
Approximately 1.5 hours.

Museum of Science and Industry

Visit the U-505
We will tour the U-505 but as you can see there is much to see and do at the museum besides the U-505

Other exhibits
All Aboard the Silver Streak (Pioneer Zephyr), Animated Industria Gears, Apollo 8 Command Module,
Body Slices, Colleen Moore's Fairy Castle, The Coa Mine, AIDS: The War Within, The Chick Hatchery,
Enterprise, The Farm, Flight 727, Frieze of Names, Genetics: Decoding Life, The Great Train Story, The
Henry Crown Space Center, The Idea Factory, IMAGING: Tools of Science, The Lunar Module, Mercury
Space Capsule, NetWorld, Omnimax Theater, Out to Lunch, Out of the Vault, Petroleum Planet, Prenatal
Development, Reusable City, Robots Like Us, Ships Through the Ages, Target America: Opening Eyesto
the Damage Drugs Cause, Toymaker 3000, An Adventure in Automation, The Transportation Zone,
Walk-Through Heart, Whispering Gallery, Y esterday's Main Street

Much moreto come later!



Reunion Report

The reunion, as usual, was a great success, if you missed this one you missed alot! The weather
was atad warm but once things started we were just like the mailman, ...neither rain, snow,
sleet, heat, hail, nor the dark of night could keep us from making our appointed rounds. As soon
as we got underway the weather was forgotten (almost) and a great time was had by all.

Hereisabrief glimpse of some of the activities.

The Crew and The Plaque
Fredericksburg, Texas

Thursday August the 24" was a
beautiful sunny morning with afew
big white fluffy clouds. At ten-thirty
the temperature was about 85
degrees and climbing fast, thank God
for the tent! Just about everyone
toured the museum, part of which
was closed for repairs, but it was till
avery impressive place. By thistime
next year they expect to doublein
size.

A Little Bit Of The River Walk
As you know from previous newsl etters our
hotel was right on the river walk which seems
to be afavorite place for people to spend their
free time, catch a snack, or ameal of any
description. It was always shaded and did not
seem too hot even in the middle of the day, but
if it was alittle hot there was always an air-
conditioned restaurant close by. In order to see
al the River Walk alot of our people took
advantage of the boat rides, especialy us older
folks® Some even went on amoon light
crusie®

The Gang of The Late Fifties
It isaways great to see former shipmates get
together, especially after alot of years.
The weather did not slow this crew down at al
Picture L-R
Al Hrubes, Van Rhodes, James Talsma,
Pete Kingsley, Ronnie Talsma, Darrell Plank,
Leon Sokolic

Emmett Firmin should be in this picture but he
had to go home early because of illness. We
wish him a speedy recovery




Almost everyone took a tour of the Alamo. It Mission Concepcion One of the most
was only a couple of blocks from our hotel. attractive of the San Antonio missions, the church
Every American should visit this place at |east at Concepcion, builtin 1731, looks essentially asit

oncein their lifetime. did more than 200 years ago.

Hanging out in the Hospitality Room during This group of young folks did the flag presentation

Thursday evening’'s. Chow Down in The at the Saturday night Banquet. They are from Fox

hospitality room. The cold beer sure did taste Technical Institute in San Antonio where they are

good after the trip to Fredericksburg in 100+ enrolled in the JROTC. They sure warmed the heart

degree temperature © And the hamburgers of thisOld Sailor. They are special indeed and the

and hot-dogs really hit the spot! future of our country isin good hands with young
folks like this!

A few notesfrom the Editor
| am sure that all of you have noticed a big improvement in the appearance of this newsl etter for the last several issues.
That has come about because one of our old shipmates, Tom Thomas (The Snipe), is doing the printing and mailing
now. Tom was aboard Abnaki 58-59. Heis also the Abnaki webmeister! He attended our reunion in Pendleton, OR
and would attend more but he has been totally involved in the reorganization of NAFTS (National Association Of Fleet
Tug Sailors) If you are not familiar with this organization you really should look it up at http://nafts.com Among other
duties Tom is the Webmaster the Membership Chairman, the Secretary and the co-editor of the Towline. If you are not
already a member you might think about joining up. Just contact Tom at Snipe@NAFTS.com. If you haven't checked
out Abnaki website lately you should go to http://Abnaki.com

Please remember that your dues are the only thing that keeps our association going. Also remember that nobody gets
paid and every penny we take in is used strictly for the newsletter, website, and other association busi ness. Remember
too that the reunions are STAND ALONE and dues money are not used for that purpose. If thelast line on your
mailing label is not (07) (11) or some letter you probably owe some dues. We work hard to keep you informed of al
our activities so... please give us ahand. Dues are only $15.00/year. Y ou can send dues to:

Kingdey, Pete - 5320 N.W. 66 PL - Johnston, |A 50131
4



